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Introduction  
 

Parish Plans were pioneered by the Rural  
Community Council movement over twenty 

years ago. In recent years they have been 

given fresh support by national and local 

government and are recognised as a 

valuable process for communities to set 

out a vision for their future. A Parish Plan 

can be influential on local government 

processes and relevant aspects may be 

adopted as a Supplementary Planning 

Document.  
But the real value of a successful Parish 

Plan is in the extent to which it energises a 

community to think for itself, to lobby for 

what it wants and, in many cases, to 

achieve this through its own efforts.  
Reading an account of Parish life a 

hundred years ago is to be  transported to 

a time when the hand of government was 

light and the efforts of the community 

defined its quality of life. Nowadays we pay 

high taxes and rightly expect many 

services and facilities to be provided for 

us. But in rural communities we often 

seem low on public spending priorities.  
Allocation of funds to policing, public 

transport, road maintenance, schools and 

post offices all show evidence of an 

increasing focus on major population 

centres.  
Our issues in The Parish of Haslington may 

be insigni ficant compared to the problems 

of many communities, but the evidence in 

recent years suggests that rural 

communities need to strive to retain their 

vitality and viability. The theme which 

emerges from our consultation is the wish 

to preserve what we have:  a settled, 

friendly and relatively crime - free 

community in an attractive yet fragile 

pastoral environment. Many of the Action 

Plans set out in this document relate to 

intelligent conservation of what we value in 

The Parish of Haslington, while recognising  

the need for some response to changing 

social pressures.  
The preparation of the Parish Plan has 

already helped us focus on what we value 

in our community. Some of the action s 

identified here were already part of Parish 

Council strategy, but all are now be ing 

worked upon and significant progress has 

been made. This document is in effect a 

snapshot of community plans and activity 

to meet the challenges we can see at a 

point in time. We should aim to continue to 

develop our ideas as new challenges are 

identif ied.  
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 Executive Summary  
  

A decision was taken by Haslington Parish Council to test the local 

support for a Parish Plan. A well supported public meeting on the 22 nd  

March 2007  gave the go -ahead and a Steering Group of eleven pe ople 

and four Working Groups, representing the 3 villages of Haslington, 

Oakhanger and Winterley which included all sectors of the community, 

were later formed.  
The Parish Survey questionnaire was produced and volunteers delivered 

this to every house in th e 3 villages.  
An analysis of the survey responses gave detailed information on what 

the community saw as issues and how they would like the villages to 

evolve.  
 
The final stage of the consultation of the residents was a display of an 

abridged summary of th e results on the Village Green at the Village Fun 

Day, followed by another public meeting, so giving an opportunity to the 

residents to comment and to contribute  to the Working Group s, before 

the final information was collated into this Parish Plan.  
 
This is the Plan for the Parish of Haslington which includes the villages of 

Haslington, Oakhanger and Winterley. It describes the vision the 

residents have for the future of their community. It is a collection of 

ideas , not a recipe for enforced change , and th e actions proposed may 

well evolve with time.  
 
The Parish Plan is divided into a summary of the findings structured into 

the following main sections  
 

Å Social, Communication and Events  

Å Our Environment and Environmental Issues  

Å Safety, Law and Order  

Å Business  

 
A number of recommendations arise from each of the sections. These, 

and a description of the actions which will be taken, have been brought 

together into the Action Plans, which also identifies the organisations 

which would be involved in executing  the actions.  
Following the Action Plan is an Annex which contains a summary of the 

parish survey. We will need to work with Haslington Parish Council and 

the Cheshire East Authority to complete some of the actions.  
 
Hopefully this report captures resident sô opinions and we thank everyone 

who took the time to share their views with us. It is evident that people 

care deeply about their community, and the Steering Group, with your 

help, hopes to capitalise on this enthusiasm to achieve our collective 

vision.  
 
Detailed Results of the parish survey are published on the parish website. 

Both this report and supporting documentation can be found at 

www.haslington.org   
 

http://www.haslington.org/
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The Parish Plan Process  
Launch  
The Haslington Parish Plan was launched at 

an open meeting on 22 nd  March 2007 , at 

which a Steering Group was formed to drive 

the process. A group of about 40 residents 

indicated their willingness to participate in 

focus gro ups, which would investigate areas 

of importance to the community.  
 

Questionnaire  
A questionnaire was delivered to every 

household in the Parish and obtained a 

response rate of around 9%. These replies 

provided a range of views on issues of 

concern and con firmed the areas of parish life 

about which respondents felt most strongly.   
 

Schools Questionnaire  
An additional questionnaire was created for 

children in the two village primary schools 

asking for their ideas and opinions about the 

villages.   
 

Working Groups  
The Steering Group formed six focus groups 

from those who had volunteered and asked 

each group to investigate the following four 

fields:  
 

Social   
Environment  
Safety  
Business   

 

After many meetings and expert 

consultations, draft Working Group  Action  

Plans were approved by the Steering Group 

and the key issues and recommendations 

from these Action Plan s were discussed at a 

number of meetings, and formed the basis for 

the final Action Plan s in this document.  
 

Validation  
A draft plan and display at the village fun day 

was arranged, and an interactive process 

designed to seek validation of the Working 

Group sô recommendations and to obtain 

further understanding of residentsô views on a 

range of options. The display was visit ed by a 

broad cross -section of the Parish and it is 

estimated that around 25% of the adult 

population attended. Focus group members 

were present to answer queries and many  

useful discussions were logged. The draft plan 

was also on display in local shops , with 

feedback forms available , and on the village 

website. Questionnaires were tabled to assess  

the degree of consensus for the principal 

proposals, to test views on listed options or to 

seek volunteers.  
A number of returns were received and 

provided valua ble feedback.  
The overall response was extremely positive. 

Views on the various options presented  
covered a wide range of opinion, but there 

was a strong consensus in favour of the 

recommendations put forward, even in 

contentious areas.  
 

Draft Report  
The information collated from the village fun 

day, together with the extensive feedback 

received, was incorporated into a further 

revised  Parish Plan which set out a number of 

suggested action points for Haslington Parish 

Council and others. The final draft wa s 

approved by the Steering Group and was then 

endorsed by Haslington Parish Council as an 

expression of the involvement and ownership 

of the communit ies of Haslington, Oakhanger 

and Winterley , and their  aspirations of the 

framework for community action wit hin the 

Parish.  
 

Parish Plan  
The Haslington Parish Plan is set out in the 

format of a report from each of the four 

Working Group s (although two are 

amalgamated) and then sets out proposed 

Action Plan s and responsibilities in a summary 

table. It is not sugg ested that these proposals 

are novel ï many have been discussed or 

worked on over time ï but they represent a 

strong affirmation of the wishes of The Parish 

of Haslington residents and as such give 

reinforcement to those who work for the 

betterment of the community.  
 

Future  
The Parish Plan should not be allowed to 

gather dust, but should be reviewed and 

developed as circumstances alter. The 

Steering Group will remain in existence to 

monitor the progress of the Action Plan and to 

consider the need for its re vision.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 



Haslington Parish Plan |  6 

 

The Parish of Haslington  
Background and History of Haslington, Oakhanger & Winterley  
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The Civil Parish of Haslington contains the village of Haslington together with the two smaller 

communities of Winterley and Oakhanger.  Haslington is located to the northeast of the well -

known railway town of Crewe , a gateway to the Northwest of England. Moving outwards 

across the Cheshire Plain from the densely populated areas of Cr ewe , crossing a green gap 

with the A534 Haslington Bypass, the residential areas of the parish are connected via a 

network of minor roads linking to Sandbach in the north and Alsager in the East where the 

M6 motorway passes from the Midlands into the north west of England. The vast majority of 

the land area is agricultural; this includes both private farms and the valuable former 

Cheshire County Council smallholdings on Holmshaw Lane.  Several bus routes , including 

three services from Crewe to Macclesfield, Winsford and Sandbach, together with the 

Chester -Crewe -Hanley service, serve the population.  National train travel is available from 

Crewe Railway Station with frequent high speed trains to major UK cities, plus commuter 

routes to Manchester, Stoke -on -Trent and into Wales.  

 

The land ranges from the peat in the east at Oakhanger through to the clay in the west.  This 

has provided excellent grazing land for the traditional dairy herds.  Winterley Pool has a wide 

variety of birds, a favourite spot to break a journey by car or on one of the extensive 

footpath routes.  There are two significant areas of peat, White Moss that has provided 

horticultural peat and sand products and the SSSI recognised Oakhanger Moss with rare 

wildlife representative of a lowland pea t bog.  

 

Wulve rn Housing provide social housing in the parish ;  this includes the majority of the rented 

accommodation designed for the elderly.  A private nursing home provides residential and 

dementia care in a modern setting.  
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The communities support a w ide range of youth organisations including Scouts, Guides, Boys 

Brigade  and The  Oakhanger Project.  Clubs aimed at all ages include the Haslington Cricket 

Club and the Cos ey Social Club.  The older members of the community run the 65 club.  The 

Red Cross C entre houses two ambulances and an active group of first aiders serving a wide 

area.  There are progressive  church g roups in all three communities.  

Furthe r community gro ups include the award winning Haslington Conservation Volunteers, 

Art, Garden, Craft, WI and Rotary Clubs.  

 

The Parish of Haslington which includes Oakhanger & Winterley is situated  in the beautiful 

Cheshire agricultural countryside, with 110 miles of hedges, 10,000 trees and 60 public 

paths , is home to 6590 residents, young and old, some h aving lived here all their lives, 

others , new arrivals , have moved into the more recent housing developments . The 3 villages 

within the parish have a strong community ethos, a nd are  great place to live, boasting a vast 

diversity of housing architecture ï we need to look at our history to understand how our 

village has developed!  
 
The earliest record of our community was around 1280 where it was named Haslington, often 

thought to mean  the place of Hazels although  these trees are not particularly common here.   

Another derivation is possibly that it was named after an Archer of the Kings Bodyguard who 

was given the name for services rendered. However the original Haslington Hall is state d to 

have been built circa 1220 (60 years earlier) , where Mere Bank is now on Crewe Road, but 

the land became waterlogged and the hall was moved to its present site in Holmshaw Lane. 

The area became a large pool which was not filled in until c1920 .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The oldest cottage still existing is dated 1510, now part of The Hawk Inn, which  was once 

thought to have hosted Dick Turpin on his travels . The inn still extends a warm welcome to 

locals and visitors, including meetings of the Parish Plan project teams.  
 
Civil War  
In 1642 the area was involved in the civil war when Prince Rupert General of the Kingôs 

Horses came through the village to take part in a battle at Rudheath.   On Christmas Eve in 

1663 a party of Royalists soldiers attacked Barthom ley, their residents took shelter in the 

church but were smoked out and massacred. The soldiers then pillaged and plundered 

Haslington and Crewe, hence one of the sources for the name Slaughter  Hill , part of the 

A5077 between Haslington and Oakhanger.  
 
Po pulation growth and housing.  
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The start of the 1800's  began to see major expansion with many houses built in Mere Street 

and Henry Street together with Bradeley Road Church and the Dingle Church (now the U nited 

Reformed Church ). Haslington had 1 0 streets with houses; today there are over 100 streets 

(including Winterley). The Fox Inn dates to about this period of time.  
 
2 nd  World War Memories  
A Red Cross detachment was formed and a first aid post and beds set up at The Fox Inn, 

although they were never used. Residents were aware of small bombs falling on a field at the 

corner of Crewe Road and Kents Green Lane. No serious harm was done. Many la rge r bombs 

fell on the golf links but fortunately no one was hurt. The Haslington Red Cross group 

developed and now flourishes at the Red Cross Centre on Waterloo Road , housing two very 

active ambulances and a base for medical equipment loans.   

 

Industry  
During t he period 1940 to 1970 a total of 450 workers were employed between  Whey 

Products, makers of lactose and animal feed, Mulcastersô civil engineers, the laundry in 

Oakland Avenue and Donald Taylorôs wagon repair. The various industries had an interest in 

the village and arranged many social events for all residents.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Oakhanger History  
 
Oakhanger Moss had been worked for peat since 1351 but is now worked out, leaving an 

area of natural beauty , and is designated as a national Site of Special Scientific Interest.  
 

No known traces remain of the 'houses' built by the earliest inhabitants of Oak hanger. We know that 

they were here because early law suits and charters tell us people lived on the moss and made their 

living by exercising their right of 'turbary' or peat cutting for fuel. To have had this right they and 

their forefathers must have been  cutting peat since before records were written down and so we may 

assume that they lived in very basic accommodation, probably built of timber with a thatched roof. 

The oldest standing house today is little more than two hundred years old, although some p arts of a 

few, especially barns, may be older.  

 

The oldest site in th e area is around Oakhanger Hall . In the great work on the history of Cheshire by 

Ormerod, in volume 3, written in the 1870's, he notes that óOakhanger Hall ô was successively the 

property  of a branch of the family of the Actons (of Acton in Delamere) and a branch of the Manley ôs 

of Man ley , and passed with the heiress of the latter family to the late John Ready  Esq.  The old 

hall was demolished some years since and a farm house now stands on its site.  

We now know that the previous old hall was burnt down in a fire in 1826 and that the old hall was 

not on the site of the present farm house. A limited archeological survey of the site a few  of years 

ago ident ified the site of the old hall and yielded a number of finds from which some interesting 

conclusions regarding its construction can be drawn.  

The oldest building r emaining  on the site is the brick built barn, now with a mode rn  roof on it. It had 

the legen d JA 1649 on a beam over one of the doors. John Acton did own the site at this time, as 

shown in  his will.  
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Clayhanger comes from the same root as Oakhanger, means 'wood on a clayey hill side' , and 

is referred to as early as 1268. Winterley Pool , which comes from 'a pool made or owned by 

Wyntan' , was first recorde d in 1329.  Hall O'th Heath, whose meaning is fairly obvious, was 

first recorded in 1422.  
 

 

 


